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Getting ready
to zumba
UPPER NORWOOD: A new
zumba dance class has been
launched at the Phoenix
Community Centre in Westow
S t re e t .

The first session took place
last Thursday, and is held on the
same day every week from 8pm.

Another class, called
“Dancing Divas”, is also being
held on Wednesdays at 6.45pm.
■ For further information
about the classes call 020 8771
6023.

Got a story?
CALL our newsdesk on 01737
783822 or e-mail newsdesk@
croydonadver tiser.co.uk

IN BRIEF

Exclusive by Ross Lidbetter
ro s s . l i d b e t t e r @ c ro y d o n a d v e r t i s e r. c o . u k

A MIDDLE-AGED woman jailed for
100 days for a crime she did not com-
mit has said she is still having night-
mares about her ordeal.

Post office clerk Daksha Shah, of
Wickham Road, Shirley, was convicted
of stealing around £6,000 from elderly
customers at the branch in Lower
Addiscombe Road, Addiscombe.

The 56-year-old Hindu, who has
never been in trouble with police
before, maintained her innocence
throughout and was finally cleared on
ap p e a l .

But the traumatic experience has
changed Mrs Shah’s life completely.

Describing her time in Bronzefield
Prison, Surrey, which has housed mur-
derers such as Rosemary West, a tear-
ful Mrs Shah said: “I kept myself to
myself and did what I was asked.

“I didn’t get into any fights or argu-
ments, and if they started I walked
aw ay.

“I was locked away with all these
people for a crime I hadn’t done.”

Wo rk i n g
Mrs Shah started working at the

post office in 1993 and worked her way
up to assistant manager.

She describes having access to tens
of thousands of pounds in the safe, but
says she never dreamed of stealing any
m o n e y.

Mrs Shah, who has been married for
34 years, said: “We haven’t got any
extravagant spending sprees. We are
simple people. If somebody left change
behind I would say ‘excuse me, you’ve
left your change’.”

Police banged on her door in May
2010 and the shocked mum-of-one was
ar rested.

It was alleged she had targeted cus-
tomers between the ages of 70 and 94 by
asking them to re-enter their PIN after
their first transaction had been pro-
cessed. And it was said the second
amount would be recorded but the
money would vanish.

During her trial at Croydon Crown

Court in September 2011, the prosec-
ution admitted they did not know how
Mrs Shah retrieved the money and got
it out of the premises.

Mrs Shah said: “How am I going to
take it? They’ve got CCTV on top of me,
if I’d done something it would come up
straight away. I just gave them the
money – I never took any money.”

She denied re-entering the PIN num-
ber and said she couldn’t even see the
c o d e.

She explained: “My barrister said
plead guilty and get a lesser sentence
but I hadn’t done anything wrong.

“I went through hell with the court
case – not only me, but my family.

“When the verdict came back guilty
I couldn’t believe it. I thought ‘is this
justice?’.”

The following month, Mrs Shah was
jailed for 15 months, having been con-
victed of six theft charges.

But in January, she was finally
released from prison after a successful
ap p e a l .

Mrs Shah is now attempting to
rebuild her reputation, which was left
in tatters.

She has not been back to Addis-
combe for two years, the area where
she “l ove d ” wo rk i n g .

And she has still not returned to
prayer meetings at Lanfranc School in
Mitcham Road, Croydon.

She added: “I will go back there, but
in my own time.”

Post office
clerk wins
jail appeal
Woman served 100 days for a
crime that she didn’t commit

SUCCESSFUL APPEAL: Daksha
Shah has been cleared on appeal of
committing theft at the Lower
Addiscombe Road post office

SWEET-SOUNDING youngsters
from Coloma Covent Girls’ S ch o o l
in Shirley will be appearing on
television this Sunday..

A 44-strong choir – made up of
Year 7 girls – have made it through
to the final of the Songs of Praise
Junior Choir of the Year.

The pupils from the school, in
Upper Shirley Road, have only
been singing together for a matter
of months.

And the school sent in their
audition DVD to the BBC just four
weeks after they had joined
Coloma.

Music teacher Hilary Meyer
said: “I’m enormously proud of
them all.

“They all worked hard and had a

short time to prepare what they
were going to do.”

Coloma has already beat off
competition from hundreds of
schools to make the final – with
Russell Watson among those who
will judge the winner.

Describing their semi-final
appearance, Esmé Cavanagh, 11,
said: “When I got on the stage I got
quite nervous, but it was really
good fun.”

Marie Yogarajaa, 11, added: “It
was a very good opportunity at
this young age of going up and
expressing what you want and
singing.”
■ The Songs of Praise programme
is due to be screened on BBC1 on
Sunday at 5.15pm.

Young singers make it to
finals of TV competition

CHOIR: Some of the girls from Coloma Convent School, in Shirley Photo No: CRDC20120425B-003_C by David Cook


